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The following sermon is from the pen ef the celebrated 
LAWRENCE STERNE. 


“ And his commandments ere not grievous.”—1 JouN V. 3. 


No,—they are not grievous, my dear auditors.—Amongst 
the many prejudices which, at one time or other, have been 
conceived against our holy religion, there is scarce any one 
whicn has done more dishonout to Christianity, or which 
has been more opposite to the spirit of the gospel, than 
this. in express contradiction to the words of the text, 
“That the commandments of God are grievous ;"—that 
the way which leads to life is not only strait—for that, our 
Saviour tells us —and that with much tribulation we shail 
seek it; but that Christians are bound to make the worst 
of it, and tread it baretoot upon therns and briers.—if ever 
they expect to arrive happily at their journey’s end ;—and, 
in course,—during this disastrous pilgrimage, it is our duty 
eo to renounce the world, and abstract ourselves from it, as 
neither to mterfere with its :wterests, or taste any of the 
pleasures, or any of the enjoyments of this life. 

Nor has this been confined merely to speculation, but has 
frequently been extended to practice, as is plain, not only 
from the lives of many legendary saints and hermits,— 
whose chief commendation seems to have been, “That they 
fed unnaturally from all commerce with their fellow-crea- 
tures, and then mortified, aud piously—halt starved them- 
selves to death ;"—but likewise from the many austere 
and fantastic orders which we see in the Romish church, 
which have all owed their origin and establishment to the 
same idle and extravegant opinion. 

Nor is it to be denbted, but the af>rtction of samething 
like itm our methodists, when they descant upon the ne- 
eessity of alienating themselves from the world, and selling 
all that they have,—is not to be ascribed to the’same mis- 
taken enthusiastic privciple, which would cast so black a 
shade upon religion, as if the kind author of it had created 
tts on purpose to go mourning, all our lives long, in sack- 
cloth and ashes, and sent us into the world as so many samt 
errauts, in quest of adventures full of sorrow and afilic- 
tion. 


Strange force of enthusiasm !—and yet not altogether 
unaecountable. For whet opinion was there ever so odd, 
or action se extravagaut, which has not, at one time or 
other, been produced by ignorance,—conceit,—melan- 
choly ?—a mixture of devotion, with an ill concurrence of 
air and diet, operating together in the same persou.— W hen 
the minds of men happen to be thus unfortunately prepar- 
ed, whatever groundless doctrine rises up, and settles itself 
strougly upon their fancies, has generally the ill luck to 
be interpreted as an illumination from the spirit of God ; 
and whatever strange action they find in themselves a 
strong inclination to de,—that impulse is concluded to be 
a call from heaven ; and consequently, that they cannot 
err in executing it. 

If this, or some such account, was not to be admitted, 
how is it possible to be concerved, that Christianity, which 
breathed out nothing but peace and comfort to mankind, 
which professedly took off the severities of the Jewish 
law, an! was given us in the spirit of meekness, to ease our 
shoulders of a burden which was too heavy fur us ;—that 
this religion, so kindly caleulated for the ease and tranquil- 
ity of man, whieh enjoins nothing but what is suitable to 
itis nature, should be co misunderstood ; or that it should 





Am 
ever be supposed, that he who is infin'tely happy, could en- 
vy us our enjoyments ;—or thai a Being wiintely ond, 
would grudge a mournful passengera little rest and re- 
freshment, to suppert his spirits through a weary p:lvtim- 
age ;—or that he should call him to an account hereafter 
because, in his way, he had hastily snatched at some fuca- 
cious aad innocent pleasures, till he was suffered to (ale 
up tis final repose ?-—This is no improbable aecount ; and 
tbe many invitations we find in seripture, to a grateful en- 
joyment of the blessings and advantages of life, make it 
evident. Theapostle tells us in the text,—That God's 
commandments are not grievous. He has pleasure in the 
prosperity of his people, and wills not that they should turn 
tyrants end executioners upon their minds or bodies, and 
inflict pains and penalties on them, to no end or purpose: 
That he has proposed peace and plenty, joy and victory, as 
the eacouragement and portion of his servants ; thereby 
instructing us,—that our virtue is not necessarily endanger- 
od by the fruition of outward things ; but that temporal 
blessings and advantages, instead of extinguishing, more 
naturally kindle our love end gratitude to God, before 
whom it iso way inconsistent both te worship and re- 
rorce, 

If this was net so, why, you will say, does God seem to 
have made such provision for our happiness? Why has 
he given usso many powers and faculties for enjoyment, 
and adapted so meny objects to gratify and entertain them 
Some of which he has created so fair,—with such wonder- 
ful beauty, and bas formed them so exguisitely for this end, 
that they have power, for atime, to charm awzy the sense 
of pain.—to cheer up the dejetted heart under povertr 
and sickness, and make it goa@nd remember its miseries no 
more. Can all this, yeu will say, be reconciled to Gaocdl's 
wisdom, which does nothing in vain ?—or cen it be accoun- 
our being, who has given us all things richly to eniey. wills 
us a comfortable existence even here, and seems, moreover. 
so evidently to have ordered things, with a view to this, 
that the ways which lead to our future happiness, when 
rightly understood, he has made to be ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths peace ? 


From this representation of things, we are led to this de- 
monstrative truth, then—That God never intended to de- 
bar man of pleasure, under certain limitations. 

Travellers, on a business of the last and most importan{ 
concern, may be allowed to please their eyes with the nat- 
ural and artificial beauties of the country they are passing 
through, without reproach of forzetting the main errand 
they were sent upon ; and if they are not led out of their 
road by variety of prospects, edifices and ruins, would' it 
not be a senseless piece of severity to shut their eyes 
against such gratifications? For who has required such 
service al their hands 2 

The humoring of certain appetites, where morality is 
not concerned, seems to be the means by which the Au- 
thor of nature intended to sweeten this journey of life, and 
bear us up under the many shocks and hard jostlings, which 
we are sttre to meet with in ouf way. Anda man might. 
with as much reason, muffle up himself avainst snnsh ne 
and fair weather, and at other times expose himself nalred 
to the inclemencies of cold and-rain, as dehar himself of 
the innocent delights of lis nature, for affected reserve auu 





melancholy. 
It is true, on the other hand’, our passions are so apt to grow 


ted for on any other supposition, bui that the Author of 
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apoen Us by induivence, and become exorbitant, they are 
not kept ua 

prev’ ation, it Were better, at certain times, fo uliect soins 
derre> of needless reserve, taaa hazard any ili consequences 
froin the other extreme, 

But wheu a'most the whole of religion is mace to consist 
ithe pious fooleries of penances and sulferiags, as is prac- 
tised in the church of Rome, (did no other evil aticud it) 
yet, siuce it is puit.ug religion upon a wrons seent, placing 
it more in these, than in inward purity and integr y oft 
beart, oue cannot guard too much against this, as well 
ali other suchabuees of religion. as make it to coustst mn 
something which it ought uot. How such mockery be- 
eaine a part of religion at rst, or upon what motives they 
were imagined to be services acceptable to Gon, is hard to 
give a better vcconnt of, than what was hated a) ove ;— 
namely—that mea of melancioly aml morose tempers, 


rexact disauplne, that by way oi caution out! 





to those seli-den als which the Coscay ime olour! ory Gaurch 
irects arihis solemn sea on—wene « oave been ‘nproduced 
hay? Since of edap li- 
no puroses—hit Uiose of relig.oa : these, by 


}hy reason amt goo} sense at firs. and 


bel io serve 


restrain wrappettes tora w sce, an WilhuraWwing our 
thoughts (rom ¢rosser obyocts, Go, oy a mochan.cal effect, 
spose us tor cooland sober retioci.ons, ue. ne us to tum 


1) ou onrselves, and cons der what we are, 
weave been doug; for what. ntent we were 
mat into the worul, apd what kind of characters we were 


gesrrned tO actin L. 


It is necessery that tie mind of man, at some certain pe- 
riods, shoal. ce presared to enter into this account ; aud, 
Without soaie such dso! ne, to checkthe meolence of un- 
restroinped appetites, ao ‘all home the conse cnace, the soul 
rok mee, ¢ ‘leas it ov br btpess and portect on, would 
i >and Protai ty. 





sink dowa to the lowest de ths of dachnes 


eonceiving the De ty to be, ke themeclves,a gloomy, dice) However true this sy tere stil appears no obligation toe 
contented, an} -orrowtal Being. —beiicoved he delighted, as! renounes Uo nisecen! tohehis of oar bees, or iv affect a 
they did. in 3; lenetick and mortifying actions, and there-jsnileu disiasie eva ud tuem : vera truth, can even the 
fore, mae their religious worship to consist of chimeras,'sipposition of it he well admetred: for pleasures ar sng 
as wid and barbarous as their own dreams and vapours. ‘irom tie tree an! netural exorese of the iveuives of the 

What icnorance and enthusicsm at first introduce 1.) meat and hody, to tals them down, s Pike talcag azaunst 
bow tvranay and imposture cont:nue to support. So that; {4° frame aad meehaaism of hamon nature, and world be 
the political improvement of these delusions. to the pr r-| ne tess senseless than the d:sputuig sgamnst the burning of 
pos. * of wealth and power, is made one of the sirens of pjj-tfire.oriating downwards or astone. Besutes this, man is 
lors whieh w hoi 's the Romish religion -—w'tieh. with aj [so conti ved, that he stands m= need of frequent repairs; 


its “rotences toa more strict mortificaton and sanctity — 


fin nutely, is littie else than a mere 


pecaaary contrivance. And the triest deftuitiou you ean 
ceive of porery, ‘s, that it Is a system put tovet and con- 
trivetto o erate upon men’s weaknesses aud rassiogs. and 


there’y to prey the pr pockets, and leave them in a ii con. 
datvon for its aréstrary designs. 

A. uudeed that church hes not heen 
are rih 
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» coo olfiees of this kal, which the doctrice of 
:doue them; for inconsiceration of its servi- 

crs they ritsed it above the level of moral duties, 

antheveat leneth comnltmented it into the number of! 

ther sacraments,and made ita necessary poit.of salva- 


wy have 


By these, and other tencts, no less poittie and inguisition- 
al, pooery has tound 
in spite of their senses, and the plenty with which God has 
blessed them. 


outthe aricf making men iniserahl 


So that im many conniries where popery reigns, but es- 
pecally in that part of Italy where she bas raced ber 
throes. thoigh, by the hampiness of itssoil and ci inate, i 
iscapnhle of produemg as great variety and abundance as 
any country upon earth ; yet sosuccessful have its sy.rtual 
directors been 1n the management and retail of these bles 
sins, that they have fonnd meansto allay, if net ent re ly 
to 'efeat them all, by one pretence or other. Some bitt: re 


ness is officially squeezed inte eve ry man’s cup, for his soul's | 


health. t i, at leneth, ihe W ole inteutron of natur® and 
“l 


provideuce is destroved. {tis not surprising, that where 
ereh unnatural sever ties are practised and heightened by 
ether hardships, the most:ru'thial land should he barren. 
and wear a face of poverty and desolation; or that many 
thousands. as have bh , 


sen o! serve a shout! ily trom the rive. 


ours of sucha government, and seck shelter ratheramon st! 


rocks an! dlesarts, than le at the mcrey oF so many unreas- 


. 
onxble task-imasters, under whom they can hope tor no 


other reward of ther wadusiry, but r vorous slavery, made 
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sUili worse by the tortures of tatecessary mort foalion 


{ CAV. HMIDLOCESSILY 3 hee; ise, Woiere Liere is avirnows and 
} 2 Yon) anv he yystey i 
good eal »rovosed, from anv sober instances of seli-denial 


oth mind and body are ant io sink and 





-row inaciuve une 
-attention ; and, theretore. must be rex 
Some part of our time may 
doubtless tmmocent!y aad lawfilly be empleved uo acl ous 


store iby roper recruit: 
merely divert pe; and whenever such indulvene: 2s become 
erm nallit isseldom the nature of the actious themselves, 
hat the excess, which makes them so. 


But some one may here ask, by what rule are we te 
indve of excess in these cases? It the enjoyment of the 
same sort of pleasures may be either ‘nuocent or guilty, 
accor ng or abuse of them, how shail we be 
cortfiel where the boundaries he ?—or be speculative 

uough to know bow far we may go with satety? 1 an- 
swer, there are very few who are not casuists enough to 
make aright indgment m thispoint. For. siuiece one prine 
cipal reason, why God may be suppo-ed to allow pleasure 
tuth:s world. seems to be for the refrestiment and reeruit 


tothe use 


of our souls and bodies, wh ch, like clocks, must be wound 
“pat certain mitervals, every man undersiands so much of 
the frame and mechanism of himself, to know how and 
when to unbend himself, with such relaxations as are ne- 
cessary to regain fs natural vigour and cheeriulnaess. with- 
out which itis impossible he should erther be in’ a disposi+ 
ton or capacity to discharge the several duties of his hie. 
Here then the partition becomes visible. 

Whenever we pay this tribute to our appetites, any far- 
jther than is sufficient tor the purposes for which it was first 





granted,—the action proportionably loses some share of 
its mnocence, The surplusage of what is unueressarily 
spent ou such oceas.ons, isso much of the bttle portion of 
our ime nezlicently squandered, which, in prudence, we 
shoul! apy ly better; because it was allotted us for more 
Important uses, sada d ferent account will be required of 
itat onr bands hereafter. 

For this reason. does it not evidently follow, that many 
actions and prursnits, which are irreproachal ie in theirowa 
natures, mav be rendered blameable and vieious, from this 
single consideration, “That they have made us wastefel of 


- : . aie 
?, the moments of this short and uncertain fragment of life, 


j which should be almost one of our last prodigalities, smee, 
jot them all. the least retrievable.” Yet how o/ten is diver- 


aud mort fication —Got forbid we should coll torn ann ‘-;con, instead of amusement and relaxation, made the art 
evssary,or that we snonld dispute aer ist a t! nr—tromtand business of lite itself? Look round,—wheat poliey and 
the ehuse to which it hasbeen put: and. therefore, what is} contrivance is every day put in practice, for pre-engaging 
si) lia general : on this heal, will e un ferstood to reach levery day in the veek, and parcelling out every hour of 
rover er an weere ice priuct ce is becom noxture ofthe Cav tor one idleness or another—for doing nothing.—- 


fraud tysounr, due will nuwise be interpreted to extend 


}orsomething worse than nothing; and that with so mucl 
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in-uuety, as scarce to leave a minute uvon the r hands to 
re roach them? Thonch we ail compiain of the short- 
ness of Ltey—yet how many peonle seem quite overstocke. 
withthe days aa! hours of it, and are continually send u 
out ‘utothe highways and streets of thee.ty, jor guests | 
come and take itoff thetr hands? Hf some of the mer 
distressiul oblects of this kind were to sit down and write 
alidlof their time, thonzh partal as that of the unjust 
st «wart, whentiey found im reality, that the whole sum of 
it, ‘or many vears, amountel to ttle more than this, that 
they hal rose up to eat, to drink, to play, and had laid lows 
again, merely because they were fit for noth ngelse: when 
they looted back an} beheld thes fa.r space, capable of such: 
heavy ‘nly ‘mprovemonts, all scrawled over and deiaced wit) 
a siiceession of so mauy uamean ar eyphers——good Gup ! 
how would they be ashamed and contounded at the ac- 
aount ! 

W ith what reflections will they he able to support them- 
selves in the decline of a lite so miserably cast away.-— 
should it happen, as it sometanes does, that they lave stood 
idle even unto the eleventh bour! We have not always 
power, and are not always .nalemper, jo ;mpose Upeu ONr- 
selves. Wheu the edge of appet.te s worn dewn, and the 
spirits of youthiul days are cooled, wich htarred tis on in 
acircle of pieasnre and maivertinence, then reason and re- 
flectton will bave the we ght winch they dlesorve;  ultlie- 
tions, or the bed of sickness, will supply the ;}ace of con- 
science; ant, ft they svonld fal, oldagve w.il overtake ui 
at last, amd show us the of life, and force us to 
look upon them te th out of view. Tf there 
any th ng more to cast a clone uv) oa se molanchely a pros- 
pectas ttn shows tts, itis sarety the diffienliy and hazard 
of Sav.og all the work o1 
hour; of melons aa 

for him. Dut the dress and infirm:t: 
days. when we cotid tiayve 


esi oursa t 
r tric 


sLonem eal to Gor, Wien Wwe have us 


sacrifices to. 
10 pleasure in them. 
How far God may be oleased to aceept suc inte and im- 


periectser. ces, Is bey: nd the inte 1 On Of fs Giscourse, 
Whatever siress some mav ley ucoa it, a deata-hed repen- 
tance is but a week anid sicader plank to frast ourall upon, 


Such as itis; to that, an 
mit them, who will net em lov that ture 
he | as 

That we mav all makea rizht nse o 
us.—God vrant, throigh the 
Amen. 
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riven, toprevide a better securiiv. 

the time allo ied 

merits of bis Son Jes 

Christ. 
The following extract is from ‘[anew’s Sermons on the 

Har ne 

stait'y appealed to the senses, and io the reason of man- 


kind, 


and doctrine,—that he J:d not demand of men an implicit 


rizht o} private julgment. stated Uiat Christ con- 


as the proper judges of his miracles, divine missiou 


and blind belief in himsel!, w:thout offering maiter ef con- 
Viction te their understandings, he adds: 


The apostles alse constantly encouraged free inquiry, a- 
It is for Ui 
interest of some to discourage it, and to keep people mut- 
fled up in darkness and ignoraace, that so they may submit 
to their dictates with tie more readiness and humility. 
The erafl is in danger of bemeg detected, and their doc- 
tr ne, of bemg exploded, as soon as people have so much 
presumption as to open their eyes. Free inquiry bodes 11! 
to the design which they are engaged in; for they are sen- 
sible it will not be safe for themselves to be knares any 
longer than others are fvols. But he that has nothiag in 
view but the interest of truth and virtue, desires not'un 

more, than that persons would give themselves the trouble 
ofa free and impartial examination. Now the apostles 
knowing the goodness of their cause, and following the ex- 
ample of their divine Master, made it their practice to en- 
ceurage liberty and freedom ef thought; never mtinating, 


it is watural for henest. undesigning men te do, 
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as most oF their predenucd successors have done, trai this is 
jazardous to men’s souls. 

In the apostolic ave tuere were many impostors and en- 
inastasts ; inise 


pretenders to iaspiration, as there are at 
prosent, aad as there } 


have been in almost every age of the 
Ait for tins reason the apostles direct- 
i it so they 
sprred persous wud de 
‘Thos t Jonny iv. Gs Beloved, believe Not ever? spire 
iL; but try the sprriis. whether they are of God 3 for many 
false spirus are gone out into the world. 


carsttan coureh. 


cd chmstians to examine the pretensions of all, Ui 


migiit Uist Douisy heiwrat Yr aliv ail 


ceivers, 


No one, surely,w'}l 

2 so absurd as to suppose this was a dbrection to try de- 
cewers only, aul net true prophets and apostles. For this 
would suppose tiat they might be known one trom the 
other, without fry mg them at all; and then no examina- 
tion of either of Uien would be necessary. % Determine 
first,and then examine,” is the pleasant advice of some 
grove dirnes. apostles exhort us to examine ail 
ings, heiore we believe any thing. The Jews at Berea 
are celebrated, Acts xy i. 10 and onwarus, for not believing 
the aposties themselves without criucally examiming their 
ioctr ne, and comuarng it with the writmes of Moeses and 
the prophets: aud im the same passage, an umplie:t censure 
at least, is passed upon the Thessalonians, as beng indo- 
lent, credulous, and too easy of belief. ‘The words of the 
jistorian are these, ind the brethren sent away Pawl and 
Stias, unto Berea ; who coming there, went into the syna- 
orue of lie Jews. These were more nobie than those of 
Thessalonwa ; for they received the word wih all readiness 
of mind: and searched the scriptures daily whether those 
things were so. By their receiving the word with all readi- 
ness of mind, nothing more is here intended, than that they 
rave a ready and candid attention to what Pau) and S:las 
jhad to say: afterwards like prudent and rational men, they 
jexammed into the truth of it. And it follows immediately 
! athe next verse, “Therefore many of them believed.” A 
natural couseqnence of a iree and impartial inquiry inte 
the grounds of the Christian religion. 1 observed above, 
hat the Thessslomaus are ceusured im this passage, for 
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their credulity, and not using suitable precaution in re- 
c siving christianity. And it Is probable that the a vo-ile 
Paul had a view at this mcurious and over ereduious ha- 
mour of theirs, a bis | Epistle to them, Chap. v. vers 21. 
“Prove (or examne) all things, says he; hold iast that 
which is good.” ‘This advice was, indeed, proper for ail ; 
but pecul arly so for those who were backward to exame 
ue, aud forward to Leleve, these being in the greatest dan- 
rer ot bein’ se juced, 

Again, what besiies free inquiry after truth and knowl- 
edge, does the apostle mtend, Phil. xix. 10?) “And this J 
pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledze and in all judgment, that ye may approve 
things that are excelient,”"—(or as some uwaderstand these 
last words, thal ye may try things that differ, and ure con- 
troverted.) ‘To the same purpose are the words of this 
apost}le, Hph. iv. 14,15. “That we be henceforth no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleigut of men, and cunning 
craftiness wherely they lye tm wait to deceive : but speak- 
img the truth m love,” &e., So st. John cautions the eleet 
lady and her chiidren, azganet seducers, and deceivers— 
Viany deceivers are entered into the worlJd—Look to your- 
selves.—2 John 7.5. Thea here alludes to those 
leceivers who confessed nol that Jesus Christ was eome in 
the flesh, And in his first Vipistle he cautions those te 
whom he wrote, against another kind of deceivers, whose 
doctrine is equally iatal, viz. those who taught that taitie 
without works, denomimates a man righteous. Little 
children, let no man deceive you: He that doth righteous. 
ness is righteous—He that committeth sin is of the devil,” 
1 John i. 7,8. Thus also the avostle Paul, Eph. v. 5,6. 
“Ye know that no whore-monger, &c. hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ, and of God. Let no man de- 
ceive you with vain worls: for because of these things 
cometh the wrath of Gol epoa the children ef dizebed! 
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193 RELIGIOUS INQUIRER 
ence.” Do not all these exhortavons wives to icckithenia| 


to take care that ne man decerre them, imply that they are 
to exam'ne oni judge for themselves; and not to submit 
imolicitly to the dictates of any, even though they pretend 
toa commission from heaven? Unless it be their right 
and duty to do thus, nothing can be more impertinent than 
exhortatious of this kind. 


Although the apostle Paul were an inspired writer, 
yet he is far from putting on those dogmatical airs which 
are now too common amonssi those who do uot pret: mu to 
inspiration. He often condescends to make an appeal to 
the reason and judgment of those to whom he writes, and 
javites them toexamine what hesays. Thus 1 Cor. x. 15. 
‘Tspoak as to wise men: judge ye what I say.” And so, 
Chap, i.ver. 12. “Judge in yourselves, is 1t comely,” Ke. 

In a controversy betwixt the jewishand genule converts 
ut Rome, the apostle gave his own sense concerning the 
povut :n debate : he exhorted them to mutual! love and for- 
bearance : and then, like a reasonable, catholic man, and a 
friend to the rights of private judzrmeni. he concludes, “Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.” iivm. 
xvi. 5. 

When the Jewish converts in Galatia (being still zeai- 
ously attached to the law ot Moses) were tor imposing cer- 
tain opinions and practices wpon the gentiles, this same 





tates him who was meck and lowly in heart ; 











and who con- 


descended to wash his disecples feet. 
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apostle took the part of the latter ; aud even en) ined it 
upon them to vindicate their rely hnstian rights 
agaist allsuch encroachments. “Siand fast, (says he.) in 
the liberty wherew:th Christ has made vou tree : (i.e. assert 
your ‘reedom trom the mosaic law, and all the old 
ish imstitutions) aad be not entangled again with 
yoke of bondage."—-Gal. v. 1. (4. e. stand np in 
of your christian liberty, not only agatst these your ju- 
daiz.n: g brethren; but also against all others who shall ate 
tempt 'to exercise any kind of spiritual tyranny over you.) 
So that it is not left to the option of christians whether they 
will relinquish their natural | liberty in relizious-matters, or 
not ; they are commanded to assert it. God has given us 
abilities te judge even of ourselves what is right: 
quires us toimprovethem. — fle forbids us to call any man 
master upon earth, Andas he has forbidden us to submit 
imol citly to the dictates of any man; so he has also ex- 
pressly forbid all christians to assume or usurp any author- 
ity over theirbrethren. “Ye know, says our blessed Sa- 
viour, that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion 
over them, and they that are great exercise anthori ity upon 
them: butit shall not be so ameaug you, But Whonsever 
—will be chief among vou, let “Fh be your servant, even 
as the son of man came not to be ministred unto, but to 
minister.”——slat. xx. How does our Lord upbraid the 
Scribes and Pharisees, who sat in Voses’s seat, for assuming’ 
an unreasonable authority, and eecteg 2 more hononi and 
submission than was due tothem? © The Seribes and 
Pharisees—tove the uppermost rooms at feasts, aud the 
chief seats in the smagogues, and greeting ys in the markets, 
and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not ye 
called Rabbi, for one is your master even Christ; and all 
ye are brethren.”—Mat. xxiii. The first pro; wagaiors of 
Christianity carefully observed this prohibition. They 
were meek, humble and charitable. They claimed no do- 
minion over the faith of Christians, but were content with 
heing helpers of their joy.—-2 Cor. i. 24, They preached 
not themselves to be the Lord or Lords; but Christ Jesns - 
and themselves the servants of Christians for Jesus sake. a 
2.Cor. iv. 5. This was the manner in which the holy 
cian demeaned themselyes in their office. But since 
their day, Ecclesiastics haye been for less humility and 
more power. Thestyle of servants is below their dignity : 
And they must be called of men Lor: ls, Reverend and Right 
Reverend Fathers in God, &e. Their fellow christians and 
brethrea mst approach them unon the ben led knee - 
Sovereizn princes must think themselves honoured in hav- 
ing the liberty to Iiss the toe of an old Monk who calls 
laumself Christ's Vicar: And thas it is that the Penge imi- 
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COs MMU NIC. ATIONS. 


FOR THE 
> MORALITY OF THE 
IMMORAL TENDENCY 

NO. 11. 

Among the doctrines of the calvinistic system at the pres- 
that of regeneralion Or Conyers ou, holds a prom- 
inent place, ‘This article os taith aithoagh not oue of the 
orginal and essential parts of calvimism, and not embraced 
hy one «xteusive denom'uatiou whose creed is essentially 
calvinistic, forms, nevertheless a fundamental docirme in 
moderu orthodoxy, and exerts more mora! mnflaence on so- 
c.ety than any otker. Jt is thereiore important to see what 
fouadation there is for this behet, which produces such ex- 
teusive popular effects. [tts weil kuowu that this doctrine 
coustitutes the principal meaus of sprritual recruiting, and 
of extending whats considered the sp.rit and happy influ- 
ence of christianity. It nust be remembered that if this 
doctrine is true, according as it is understood by its votaries, 
it is not merely an effers esence of zeal, or a pec vahar display 
of religious fervor and grace ; but it ts an operation essential 
to salvation, & to what is called saving grace and piety. All 
who reject Gus belief, and who have not experienced tts ef- 
feets are considered as having no claims to the character oi 
christians, and no well grounded hove of salvation. It is ap- 
parent therefore that this doctrine, will reduce the traly 
pious to very narrow limits, and to a very simath number ; 
t will exclude from al! hope of salvation more than ninety 
nine huudreths of mankind who believe in christianity. 
But thisis no conclusive argument against the truth or the 
doctrine ; for perhaps it may be said that true religion nas 
been confined toa few. asa means of guarding it against 
being corrupted. This however might seem to detract 
‘rom the wisdom and benificence of the scheme of divine 
rrace, for if its influence ts so limited, nearly the whole of 
the human race will be left to perish, notwithstand/ng the 
wonderful plan of redeinption, the offspring of nufiuite wis- 
dom and love. 

But what is regeneration, conversion or a change of 
heart as itis sometimes called? Does one out of a hun- 
dred, perhaps ten hundred, who profess to believe and to 
have experienced this regeneration Know what it is? doe 
they even kuow what it is claimed to be? According to 
the usual explanation of conversion, it is an entire change 
of the heart, and dispositions, ant indeed of the moral na- 
tire and constitution of man, by the operation of divine 
grace, or the immedrate power and agency of God. Do those 
who in consequence of an evanescent excitement of passion 
or a sudden impulse of feeling, claim to be conrerted and to 
he the hopetul subjects of grace, unders tand the nature of 
the assurance they give, or the awful responsibility they 
tuke on the meclves? Is it not apparent, that what is called 
regeneration js nothing less than a mirac/e, and one of the 
highest order? That an entire change in the moral na- 
tire of man should be produced by supernatural agency is 
not less a miracle than would be a like change in his phys- 
ical nature. The cultivation and improvement of our 
moral faculties, by rational means is only conforming to the 
nature of those faculties and the laws which govern them; 
but to change the constitution of them, requires a power 
no less, than that by which they were originially produ- 
ced. Those, believing in regeneration, therefore, are 
most consistent, who attribute it entirely to the operation 
of divine grace, and deny that the creature can have any 
agency in it, for it is very absurd to suppose that man can 
ass'st.the Almighty in working a miracle on himself. 


The real calvinistic believers in this notion of conver- 
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queuce of other dogmas of the same system, namely those 
of or!g.na! sin and total depravity, which we have already 
nouced, It is claimed that by the fall, the moral nature of 
man became, so entirely corrupted and depraved, as to ren- 
der him wholly incapable of any goodness, and to require 
a renovation of his moral powers to fit hin for holimess 
and happiness. ‘This is a convenient mode, first to create 
a disease and then to prescribe a remedy. But upon what- 
ever hypothesis this doctrine is placed, the nature of it is 
the same; itis a miracle. being nothing less than to create 
the moral faculties anew. It is said that a person is brought 
out of a state of nature into a state of grace ; that the 
uatiral affections and propensities which are sinful and 
corrupt, are changed and become holy ; in fine that he has 
become anew creature ; he is created anew, or born anew 
in Christ. H such a miraculous change as this takes place, 
it would seem that it could not be difficult to know the fact, 
norto understand the nature of such a change. Is an en- 
tire renovation and change of the natural dispositions and 
moral powers ef man a slight thing? Must not such a 
change beso apparent as to remove all doubt on the sub- 
ject? How do we judge of the moral faculties? is it not 
irom their effects ? “He that doeth righteousness, is right- 
eous, but he that sinneth is of the devil.” Ii the wicked 
propensities of our nature are changed to holy affections ; 
if wicked dispositions are converted to heavenly desires, 
must not this wonderful spiritual revelution be observable 
in the conduct of the creature? Must not an entire change 
in the moral powers produce a corresponding change 1a 
the exercise of these powers? It is easy therefore to de- 
termine whether any such change ever did or ever can 
take place. A person who had experienced such a change 
would in fact be a new creature, or rather he would no 
longer be man : his desires, his actions and his whole con- 
duct would be essentially different from that of a person 
in his natural state. If the principles of sin are irradicated, 
his moral nature cleansed and purified, and his desires! 
rendered spiritual, he would no longer be man, but a be-| 
ing of a higher order ; he would be holy as the angels in, 
heaven are holy. Shew me sych a person, and | will be- 
lieve in the doctrine of regeneration. 

But we have purstied this subject farther than we in- 
tended; although its importance would justify a much 
more full investigation of it. The idea of an entire change 
of the moral nature of man involves an absurdity and 
an impossibility. Whilst we remain in our present state 
of existence, we must be content to be what the author 
of onr being has made us; we ought to be satisfied with 
the faculties which we possess, and make the best cultiva- 
tion and use of them which wecan. He that strives to be 
more than man, is likely to. be Jess ; he that aims at virtues 
beyond his reach, and which do not belong to his nature, 
can hardly fail of neglecting those which are attainable 
and which all ought to possess. We will endeavor to pre- 
sent some considerations tending to show the pernicious and 
moral influence of this popular delusion, for such we 
must regard it, in our next. T. 
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“WHO WILL HAVE ALL MEN TO BE SAVED,AND TO COME 
TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.”—1 Tim. ii. 4, 
(Continued from page 118.) 

Having shown that the Calvinist cannot with propriety 
contend that by the word wit, the apostle meant WILLING, 
as God cannot be willing that an event should take place 
which is directly contrary to his decrees, or to his deter- 
minate will and purpose ; nor that he could mean, that 
God had willed the salvation of man on conditions, as He 
has elected unto life, those of the human race who are to 


‘faith and salvation is God alone. 


be the subjects of salvation, without reference to any con- 
ditions whatever : we next proceed to examine the ex- 
pression, allowing it to mean, as many contend, that God is 
WILLING that all men should be saved and come unto the 
knowledge of the TRUTH. 


In order for God to be truly williag, there must not be 
on his part, the least obstacle in the way to prevent man 
from coming to the knowledge of the Truth. There must 
not be any decree, purpose, or determination secret, or re- 
vealed, that can in any way, or manner, operate in the least 
degree as a preventative to man’s salvation. ‘There must 
not be any discrepancy in muu by reason of any particular 
organization or arrangement of the moral or natnral pow- 
ers, Which are the immediate work of God, by reason of 
which man is unable to receive the truth. There must 
not be depravity and corruption of nature resulting from 
the transgression of another, and by birth attached to us, 
as an hereditary disease which causes total darkness to 
reign over the moral powers, and prevents us from behold- 
ing or enjoying the truth. 

It there is in us, any obstacles arising from the particular 
constitution or organization of body or mind, existing agree- 
able to the original or primeval formation of man, or pro 
duced by any cause whatever, over which we have no con- 
troul, and which cannot be removed but by the spirit and 
power of God ; so long as these difficulties are suffered to 
remain with us, and to operate upon us, God cannot be said, 
even, to be willing that we should be saved, as he permits 
those difficulties to continue, which block up the path and 
prevent the attainment of the saving knowledge of the 
truth. Shoulda father tie a knapkin over the face of his 
son, so as totally to exclude the light, and prevent him 
from beholding objects ; this parent could not in sincerity 
say, I will, or even, | am willing, my son, that you should 
behold yon bright orb, and that you should exercise the 
organs of vision in obtaining knowledge. There can be 
no willingness existing, where there is no disposition to re- 
move those obstacles out of the way, which can only be 
taken away by the person said to be willing. 


It is very often contended by those who are zealous ad- 
vocates for the willingness of God, that 
free grace ; the work of the spirit of God. Convictions 
are produced by the convincing spirit of God; Regenera- 
tion isthe work of the Holy spirit; and that the author of 


God is willing that all men should be saved, He will exer- 
cise the power and influence of His spirit, in producing the 
event which he is willing sliould be accomplished. 


It is declared to be God’s will that all men should come 
to the knowledge of the truth. Before God could either 
will or be willing that men should come to the knowledge 
of the truth, rrura must have existed. Men cannot come 
to the knowledge of that which has no existence, or is not. 
Truth possesses a saving power; it maketh free, while 
falsehood involves the mind in bondage, uncertainty and 
death. It is by those strong delusions by which people are 
induced to believe a lie, that they are tormented with the 
cruel apprehensions of wrath and eternal damnation. 

Jesus said, [| am the way, the truth and the life. 
also the bread of life. A Saviour. 
shows us the way of salvation. 


He is 
He is the way, as he 
He ts the truth, as he 


God. He is the life, having brought life and immortality 
to light in the gospel. Ministers of all denominations 
claim to be preachers of the truth ; if they are called by 
the good shepherd, they know the truth, and preach it in 
its fulness. ‘Truth possesses the power of giving joy and 
peace to its possessor ; it delivers the mind from all fear, 
doubt and uncertainty, in proportion as it is known, it ma- 
keth free indeed. Both preacher and hearer then have a 
criterion by which they can determine whether, what they 
preach or believe is truth. If the doctrine preached is 
and satis- 








: truth, then the preacher will cnjey great peace 





salvatioa is all ef 


This being the case, if 


makes known to us the designs, purposes and promises of 
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i } » ena 
faction ia preaching, and w tl labor w (h woremitting zeal, 
in propagating the word of truth. 
doctrine advanced, will also, if it ! 


auilitv of his mind, and the sta! 
satisfactory evidence he has of tue truth of that in which 
he beheves. 

Now what is this truth, which we are invited to believe 
for the salvation of our souls, and wine the messengers of 
God, are sent to teach ? Ttitis foun tin the gospel we can 
quickly determine what it is?) This is the tranth. “In thy 
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed,” Christ 
is the seed in Whom the promise ts made. This sunple 
sentence “In thy seed (Christ) shall all the nations, (or 
fam lies) of the earth be blessed”"—~vonta’ns a full expres- 


| +} ‘ 3 er 
confirmed by the oath of Jehova 


r 


.that thetr labors are directed by aholy benevolent fee 
The belever of thelforthe'r fellow men, 

ve the truth, exper cuce) tan trom which they received all those. feelings of auxie 
t | . band » © | retair > 4} , o . < 
heartfelt joy, aud consolation; and ihe er vator the tran-j;and love, wo iit retain some of those primeiploes 
htv of his hone, the morelolence and affect 





ling 
that the foun. 
ty 
ol beney- 
tion; that He who sent his servants, filled 
with so mien inerey and geod will, world still possess some 
of this regard for the souls which He had made, but netead 
of Uns, the Aumighty is represented as merely willing that 
men should be saved if they will, while his servants have 
so much auxtety that they almost drag people to heaver 
by foree, and by every violent contortion of body, and 
strength of lungs exert themselves im one rating upon the 
passions and excitiug the fears of meu that they may be 


We should suppose 


irelimious. 

| Ou a careful examination of the text with its connexions 
. . . ! re | 
sion of the determinate will of God; tor this promise was 
h, ant by it we learn wiiat | 


it is very evident that the apostle intended to convey the 


lea that it was God's determmate will te save all men ; 


js the WILL, PURPOSE, COUNSEL and GOOD PLEASURE of the {lor he commences w:th the exhortation that prayer, inter 
5 r) ake ae “9 - - 


rr 1 } Ye ee : ‘} 
Almighty, (v z.) That all men should be blessed mm Christ, 
o - . 


cession and giving of thanks be made for all men. 


Such 


be ng saved trom their sins ; turned from their intquitres ;}prayvers &c, being good and acceptable in the sigut of God 
fo 


4 ® ‘ ‘ 5 ar holiness 
reconciled to God ; and made happy in holiness. 


4} " 
the truth, and the only trata, 


them from spiritual bondage, or corrod ng doubts and fears. 
It embraces all we can wish or desire for ourselves, our 
friends, or for mankind. It displays at once the wisdom 
and goodness of onr heavenly Father. It presents an i 
perishable foundation on Which we can build our hopes of 
eternal life ; and furnish us with that asstrrance which pro- 
duces confidence, and enables us to say * God is my salva- 
gion { will trust and not be afraid.” 

This promise, is the Truth of Ged revealed to man. 
The determination to bless mank.ud in Christ must have 
been formed im the divine mind before it could be comm i= 
aicated, and before it was sanctioned by the solemnity of 
an oath. ‘The moment it was thus determined in the coun- 
se] of God, it was mimediateiy aml anchangeably fixed ; 
for as it cannot be presumed that the Almighty would de- 
termine, and promise without due deliberation, having once 
forined the design, it is as unchangeable as his wature, “Hath 
he not said it, and will he not do it.” 

The truth, then, exists independent of man, and though 

he is unacquainted with it, or believes it not; yet truth 
«stands immutably fixed, as true in itself as thongh he be- 
lieved it. Whatever changes are eifected by the knowl- 
edige or belief of the truth, are produced in man ; it is he 
that is altered by it; truth is stil the same. The effect 
produce in man is happiness, joy, peace, reconciliation to 
God, and confidence in the gooduess and inercy of his Cre- 
ator. This being the fact, it must be evident to every dis- 
eerning mind that the TrRuTa of God, is such, that all man 
needs ior his happiness, is ernbraced init; even fulness of 
joy, and life forevermore. What God has promised to per- 
‘form, that he will accomplish, for it is written “[]e is faith- 
ful that hath promised.” To believe that God has promi- 
eed, and confirmed by an oath, wiat He has not determin- 
ed to perform, would be the height of absurdity. As sure 
then, as God has promised, it is his determinate rill to co; 
and this was as surely the meaning of the apostle. 

We are often told of the preciousness of immortal souls. 
te who formed these sonic, declares, “all souls are mine.” 
and they are, undoubtedly, as precious in the sight of their 
ynaker, as they are in the view of those who make the dec- 
taration. Yet, while they labor and toil with unwearied 
seal day and night to save sinners, are eiicompassing sea 
and land to make proselytes, and are groaning, and erying 
for fear any of these precious souls should be lost; they 
represent God, to whom all souls belong, as looking 
down upon his creatures with calin indifference, willing 





This is}our Saviour; who willhave all meu to be saved, and te 
the knowledge or belief of}come unto the knowledge of truth. 
wiieh, can seve men, or make them tree, by delivering | 


For there is one God 
and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified 
in due time, 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


It was not without much sur; rise we noticed the follow- 
ing article mm the Secretary of June 7th. 


“When I see christians so fond of coming in contact with 
folly and ignorance, as to dispute with infidels, universal- 
ists, and people intoxicated or derauged : | fear they do not 
suificiently regard the admonition of the wise man, “ an- 
swer nota fool according to liis folly, lest thou be like hun” 
ner that of Christ, * Cast net your pearls before swine.” 

EXPEKUENTIA.” 


If “Experientia” has ever EXPERIENCED any thing, it 
must be, the suifluence of the sp.rt of superst.tion and big- 
otry. Heneverecun heave experienced the love of God. 
He caunot have « njoyed that love, which requires, that we 
shouid love our en>mies ; nor has he ever been taught, that 
we have a high priest, * Who czn have compassion on the 
ignorant. and on them that are out of the Way.” 


Experientia charges Universal'sts with folly and ignor- 
anee, Wt thos is their untortunate situation, they certainly 
need the pity and compassion of those siInCERE LOVERS 
of souls, who are encompassing sea and laud to mane proa- 
elytes ; and we should suppose that m their great love, 
they would endeaveur by the ricisdom and knowledze to 
lead the blind hy a way they know not, and make darkness 
light before them. Instead of this. although we have fre- 
quentiy expressed our willingness to have our errors 
ponted out, and our ignorance removed by the lieht of 
rreru; the benevolent and affectionate editors of, or 
writers in the Secretary, are unwilling to remove our folly 
and ignerance, and think us entirely beneath their pious 
notice ; unless it is to give the public intelligence of a re- 
markable conversion of a young man whose name they 
know not; the observations of a Universalist clergyman 
acknowledging his doubts and fears, when no such man 
existed ; or charging Universalists with folly and ignorance, 
and classing them with Drunkarps and Lunatics. 

The editors of the Secretary ean hardly believe, that the 
insertion of such artietes in that papercan do them much 
honor as christians, or add muchto their credit as men. In 


indeed, yea benevolently willing, that they should be saved, spite of all that is said to the contrary, Universalisis as a 
yet so perfectly unconcerned, that whether they are saved |denomination, are ineveasing with a rapidity ever experi- 


or lost; go to heave» or hell, itis equally immaterial with jenced by the Baptists. 


Him. 


These affectionate lovers of souls, inform us in their: 


zeal, that they are influcuced by the spirit of God, and | 


Among them are very many gen- 
tlemen of science and respectability, who will not thank 
EXPERIPNTIA, nor the editors of the Secretary in caliung 
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then FOOLS, vor in classing them with drunsards, and iu- 
natics. 

‘Tat the believers in endless misery have ever been un- 
will ag tocouverse with Universal.sts, is well kaown ; and 
it is also true that the leaduie men in that belie, 
Deacons, &e. have endeavored to persuade poo, le 
converse W:ththem for fear they should be ted 
Are tie believers in eteraal woe such weak mind 
that t is dangerous for them to tela with a Universalist - 
Have they no reasou torthe:r Hope, LO plure evidence 
in support of their faith? Ave they like chiblren to be 
tost to and iro, by every wind of docir-ne? Wore we to 
say this was the case, it would be considered as vn sneult up- 
on the different de noninations who believe tis doctrine ; 
yet this is absolutely wiat is apprehended by ios sparitual 
enues, or they would not be so. anx:ous to prevent their 
fo lowers from.conversing with Universalists. 

We find professors of religion very tond of calling those 
of a different denomination, Infidels &e. It 1s aot loug since 
that Baptists were on the INFIDEL list, and cous: iered only 
. fit companions ior Drunkards and Lunaties : aud had it not 
been for the unrem tted exertions of those, whom they 
now charge with folly and ignorauce, they might at the 
present day have been treated with the same contempt 
which they now mete out to Universalsts. 

Was not Experrentta, and others blinded by prejudice 
and bizge'ry, he and they would discover, that others be- 
sides universalists might be classed in the same good compa- 

y, with which he has in so feeliny and benevolent a map- 
ner associated them. It 1s but a short time, smce the world 
was enlighted by a wonderful production from the pen o1 
R. Judson, Esq. which was cons.dered a complete refuta- 
tion of Universalism. It came beiore the public, bolstered 
up by Thirteen Recommendetions, expressing the merit oi 
the work, and the full persuasion of the recommenders, viz. 
ten Clerzymen, two Lewyers, and a Borough Warden, that 
the pamphlet was well calculated to put down that demor- 
alizing doctrne of Universalism. It appears, however, 
that this most excellent work was written by a poor 
erable drunkea, protane being, over whom this regenera- 
ting doctr.ne of eter misery has had no possible influ- 
ence; and we are told it isno uncommon sight to see this 
writer lying drunk in the streets, with a bundle of books, 
purrorting to be a complete retutation of this demoralizing 
doctrine by his side. 
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Perhaps ExprErreytya would not have any objection, that 
his brethren should converse with Mr. Judson, though he 
might be intoxicated or deranged, he being a firm believer 
in endless misery, and they pught with the greatest propr.- 
ety lay their pearls be fore him ; he net being an infidel, 
nor a Universalist. We sincerely pity the man who is so 
blinded by his prejudices, as to v-olate that best and noblest 
of the Christian virtues Cuarery, and thus meauly trifle 
with the feelings and reputation of his fellow men in char- 
ging them with ignorance and folly. E.may verily think 
he is — God service and subserving the cause of reli- 
gion, t vy thus classing Universalists with fools, drunkards 
and lunatics; but the time may come when his eyes will 
be opened, and be enadled to discover that he can never 
serve God, nor honor religion, by the vielation of the ex- 
press command of Jesus, who hath said, * Love your ene- 
mies, do good to them that hate you, bless them that curse 
you, and pray for them that despitefully use, and persecute 
you.” 

We thank F. for his comparison, (which was undoubt- 
edly made in the spirit of humility and christian charity) 
in likening universalists to Swink, besore whom he admon- 
ishes his brethren not to cast the precious pearls of total 
depravity—Particular election—Special grace, and ETER- 

NAL MISERY.—In return we would, with due deference te 
the requirements of our Saviour; express our earnest de- 
sire that he may be saved from his superstition and biget- 
ry; we wouk {do him good, by —_ in hum: lity thi: 


piece of advice “ JUDGE not, that ye be nut supGED,” we 


4 
mis- 


woud invoke the blessings of heaven to descend and rest 

on him in the faluess of the gospel of Christ, and we 
would pray, Futher forgive him, for he knoweth not what 
manner of spirit he vs of, nor what he docth. 





We acknowledze the receipt of a communication signed 
“L not tar irom Provideuce” mtended as a reply to an arti- 
cle in the Inquirer, of the 3d of May, written by D. b. M. 
it is ourdetermunationto have the columns of our paper 
open jor a tree, aud candid discussion of religious opinions 
and sentiments, and to give every mana fair opportunity 
vi defending his views on particular points of doctrine 
which may have been called in question in the Inquirer, 
We are, theretore, sorry that L. has not paid more attention 
in prepariug his communication for public inspection, as 
we are unwilling to publish it in its present form; and at. 
the same time unwilling to give him cause of complaint 
by withholding it, 

Could we have arranged it for the press, without the 
danger of giving a construction the writers sentiments 
different from what he might wish to be understood, we 
would have done it with pleasure. But fearing that we 
might do injustice to*L.’ by attempting it, have thought it 
best to offer our reasons as an apology for not publishing 
the article. 


From the in. Y) Gospel Herald. 
THE CAREFUL MOTHER. 


An elderly lady residing in Connecticut, wrote recently 
to her son, cautioning him to beware of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation. We extract the following from her 
ietter ; being permitted so to do, on condition of offering a 
jew remarks, which may have a tendency to remove the 
iady’s prejudices. 

“| hope better things of you, and I hope I may never be 
disappointed. I think ita sorrowful thing to trifle with 
religion.” Speaking of those who had attended a meet- 
ing where this doctrine was preached, she says, “lheir eyes 
are blinded, aud their conciences seared, or they could not 
hear such foolishness. Vhey are Deisis in earnest. Hf I 
thought you would ever nolice one of them again, | never 
would wish you to come m the place again. ‘This Univer- 
sal Joctine only hurdens the heart of man, and they abuse 
God's mercy, and make a mock: of the Scriptures. Who in- 
spired these men with this false re ‘ligion, to please Satan ? 
But you know we read of these thins gs ; ,ortowards the lat- 
ter end there will be false teachers, and ialse prophets ;and 
these arethetimes. I am fearful it weakens the minds of 
many with that pleasing doctrine that adi will go to heaven. 
But we will let them talk of their new worslip, We are 
not obliged to join them ; andas for reasoning with them, we 
cannot, unless we (hrow away the whole Bible, and have 
nothing to do with it ; for they do not hold lo Seripture.” &c. 

To convince this lady of her mistake, we shall reason with 
her from the Scriptures; requesting her to remembe r toat 
the Sc rij tures will not authorize her to “ bear false wi 
against” any class of people whatever, however un: acquain- 
ted she may be with their practices and dectrines. Was 
this lady aware that she was exhibiting serious charges, im- 
plicatg the characters of a numerous class of the com- 
munity? Has she errdence to support her assertions? If not, 
we appeal to her, and ask, How will you justify yourself, 
in thus judging others, and condemning them for practices 
and professions, when you are ignorant of their guilt or in- 
nocence? Whatever you may allege i in justification, ¢ 
you plead, Not guilty : ? 

You speak of * trifling with religion.” What is religion? 
Is it long prayers, hypocritcal pretences? No! “ Pure re- 
ligion and undefiled before God, even the Father, is this, 
To visit the fatherless ond widows in their affliction, and te 
seep himself unspotted from the world.” 


tness 


can 


Do Univerfalists 





rfc with ‘his religion? Are not the *y charitable and hu- 
ane? aren “y their sym} athies for sufl € ring yr hu manity, as 
active asimether people? Why de yvau call their faith and 
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27 RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
preaching foolishness 2 Is it folly to believe God, who has | vested of the last particle of natural affection. Show ail 


sworn, that inthe seed, of Abraham, Christ, a// the families 
and nations of the earth shall be blessed? Is it follv to 
preach with the apostle, that Jesus shall bless every one 
oi you, by turning you away from your iniquities 2 Why 
do vou cail them Deists, when they believe the Scriptures 
to he a revelation of God's word and will? Uo Deists be- 
lieve this ? 

We respectfally,but earnestly, urge this lady to examine 
herself. What spirit is this, whieli you possess, Which despises 
others? Why do you threaten your son, if he, like his di- 
vine Lorland Master, should eat and drink with “publicans 
and sinners 2” What was the conduct of Christ, whom your 
von is bound to follow? Did he court the company of the 
holy men of his day? The men, the Pharisees of old, who 
arrogated to themselves all the religion, and despised their 
neighbors as unworthy their notice! No. He was the friend 
of sinners. He visited them. None, however vile in the 
estimation of the Pharisees, were beneath his kindly notice. 
How different was his coutluct, from that which you ecoun- 
sel your son to pursue! Remember the declaration of 
«hrist—* He that is not for me is against me.” Are you for 
(hrist? Alas! friend, unless you gather with him, you are 
not neutral, you scatter abroad ! 

Again. Yousay, “This Universal doctrine only hardens 
the heart.” Answer, we beseech you—W hat doctrine is this, 
which you believe, which hardened your heart, to that 
degree, that you could threaten your son with rejection, 
and despise his presence, should he imitate his Saviour, and 
visit sinners ? Was it the spirit of ore or hatred, which dic- 
tated this threatening? How harmonious and gloriously 
triumphant is truth! “The mother may forget.” says God, 
“but T will nerer forget youl” What evidence have you, 
that Universelists * abusc God's mercy? Do not they con- 
tend in the language of inspiration itself, that * God's mer- 
ey endurcth forever?” Theydo. They declare, with the 
prophet, that * God will not east off for ever, nor be always 
wrath.” That God is * good to a//, and his tender meretes 
are over all his works.” Those abuse God’s merey, who 
restrict it to a favored few; snd represent “ the God of the 
whole earth,” who “ is love,” as the enemy uf souls whom he 
hath made. 

How serious is the charge, that “they make a mock of 
the Seriptures ” Do you know this to be a fact? or have 
vor uttered, in the moment of irritation, an unjust accusa- 
tion? Universalists declare, with the prophet, “.4// nations 
whom thou bast made shall come and worship before thee, 
O Lord, and glorify thy name. All the ends of the world 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord; and all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before him.” To deny 
this testimony, and to pretend to believe the Srciptures, is 
eolemn mockery indeed. You ask, * Whe inspired these 
men with this false religion? &c. We answer—The re- 
ligion, or faith of Universalists, is that doctrine which Peter 
spoke of, when he declared, of Jesus, “ Whom the heaven 
mrist receive untill the times of restitution of ali things, 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy proph- 
ets since the world began.” Acts tii. 21. They testify the 
same that all God's boly prophets have testified! Were 
they fulse prophets? Are not they false prophets, who, 
instead of testifying of the restitution of all things, preach 
the reverse, and consign a majority of the creatures whom 
God hath made, to never-ending wretchedness ? 

You speak of the doctine of the salvation of all men, as 
2 very pleasing doctrine ; calling it * that pleasing doctrine, 
that ali will go to heaven!” Youare right. Reverse the 
proposition. Let the Aeil of modern religionists pass in 
review before you. Contemplate its horrers. Hearken to 
the moans, the complaints, the undeseribable anguish and 
heart-rending cries of its victims. Hast thou pleasure in 
this? Ynafuriate zealots, when reason is prostrate beneath 
the ironsceptre of discordant and hateful passions, and hu- 
manity isexiied from the breast, may utter a hellish expres - 
sion of satistaction ; but Awnanity itself, uncontammated 
with omndern P spit. could not descend so low, nor be di- 
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the man who delights in misery, and deliberately projects 
the plans for another’s wrethedness, and I will show you 
the Devil! °Tis a pleasing doctrine! Paul, thy testimony 
bears faithful’ witness of this truth. Thy bosom swelled 
with anticipations of future glory, while thy tongue pro. 
claimed the joy of thy heart. ‘Lhy compatriots in truth 
bore like testimony ; and a cloud ef witnesses declare, that 
“our God, is the God of salvation.” We reiterate their ae. 
clamatious, and say,“ Rejoie, evermore. O clap your hands, 
all ye people, shout unto God with the voice of triumph, 
I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; with my 
mouth will | make known thy faithfulness to all generations, 
For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever, thy farth- 
fulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. Blesssed 
ws the people that know the joyful sound ; they shall walk, O 
Lord in the light of thy countenance. In thy name shall 
they r:joice all the day : and in thy righteousness {mercy} 
shall they be exalted.” 

You call the worship of believers in God's mmpartial 
goodness, * anew worship.” New, say you? Whenthe 
“morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shou- 
ted for joy,” this, the downdiess mercy of God, was their 
theme. When man first lifted up his eyes to heaven— 
when first his bosom expanded with gratitude, and his heart 
breathed an aspiration toward his Maker, it was the mer- 
cy, the love, of God, winch lighted the flame divine, and 
gave a foretaste of the blissful scene. It was the song ofall 
the prophets. Tnspiration fired their tongues, when the 
spirit sat on them, ina later day, and confirmed the ti- 
dings of God’s love to man. Surely, it may be new to him 
who never heard it. But‘ God has spoken by the mouth. 
of all his holy prophets, of the restitution of aéé things.” 

Cannot * you reason with Uaiversalists, unless you throw 
away thewhole bible?” Verily, we are of the same mind, 
if you support the modern doctrne of endless wretchedness ! 
The Seriptures contain too much testimony in favor of the 
soul-cheering truth of man’s salyation, forany one to resort 
to them for evidence to support a contrary sentiment. But 
if you wiil reason with them, they say, in the language of 
Scripture, “Come, now, and let us reason logether, saith 
the Lord. Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, they shal} 
be as wool.” Isa. 1. 10. 

Was it net erucl in you to add—* For they do not hold 
to Seripture?” How do you know this? You may rely 
upon this, that we hold the Seriptures so fast, that no one 
can wrest them {rom us. And farther ; We hold to the Serip- 
tures to the contusion and disappointment of our religious 
opponents. We trust this lady will read and examine the 
faith we advocate, before she again speaks against it. We 
respectfully caution her, notto give heedto seducing spir- 
its. ‘Toremember, that they who “ put their trust im the 
Lord, ska// be xs mount Zion, which cannot be removed; 
but abideth forever.” 

oaram 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

IS ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 

The Rev. Mr. Benrour, who has been for several years 
a Baptist minister in Charlestown, Mass. has recently be- 
Universalist. On the last Sabbath morning, he 
made an avowal of his sentiments to his congregation. The 
friends of Universal Grace and Salvation cannot but be 
thankful for this valuable acquisition to the number of 
those who proline eternal life surein Christ Jesus for all 
mankind. Mr. Belfour isthe learned author of the Leéters 
to Prof. Shiart, which appeared come time since in the Uni- 
versalist Magazine. Signed “ An Inquirer after Truth.” 
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